The Public Schools

type is undoubtedly true : the question how they do it is not very
easy to answer.   It is important to remember the influence of the
home as well as that of the school  The boys come from homes which
may or may not be intellectual, but in which the background of life
is richer and more varied than in the average home : they have had
plenty of opportunity for experiences and amusements that cost
money;  travel, riding, motoring, sailing, visits to theatres, and so
forth.  In their homes they will hear matters discussed from the point
of view of the leaders of local society, not from that of the tradesman
or artisan, and they tend to think of themselves as privileged persons
who can take the lead and are expected to do so.   At school they
retain a self-confident outlook on the world in general, but they also
find their level and recognise their superiors,   A Public School does
not make a boy more arrogant: it makes him more modest*   School
public opinion, though it has, of course, its narrow side, enforces
respect for such qualities as loyalty, a sense of fairness, the habit of
co-operation, readiness for responsibility,  Arnold's biographer wrote
in 1845 : ** He found a system which distinguishes the English public
school system from almost every other system of education in Europe
and depends on the fact that a large number of boys are left for a
large portion of their time to form an independent society of their
own in which the influence that they exercise over each other is far
greater than can possibly be exercised by the masters ".*   Arnold's
aim was to direct that influence,  Dr, Mobcrly at the close of his head-
mastership of Winchester in 1866 wrote : " There grows for the most
part upon young men bred at public schools a facility of using their
powers, an easy skill in taking and keeping their position in life, an
absence of absurd pretension* a general practical modesty* a self-
reliance and moral presence of mind, a good sense, an early maturity
of practical judgment, which are of unspeakable value in all the
conduct of their lives ".*   In spite of the great changes which the
Public School has seen and experienced since then, this statement
might have been written today.  The type that the Public Schools arc
producing today is the same as the type that they were producing
long ago, and the inference is that it represents something deep down
in, the British character, Whatever may be thought of it> it is essentially
British,
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